OTHER   RELIGIOUS   SECTS

historians   give   him   a   date   between   1000   and
1400 B.C.

The sacred writings of the Parsees are called the
Zendavesta, and are said to be inspired by God
through one of their priests. This priest, having
cleansed and bathed himself in the most careful
manner, lay down to sleep clothed in pure white
linen. He is said to have fallen into a deep sleep,
from which he did not awake for seven days; at
the end of which time he awoke and recited the
faith of the Zoroastrians, while priests in wait-
ing committed the whole to writing. In this way
was the Zendavesta reduced to the form of a
book.

While fire-worshipping forms a large part of
their religion, it is quite a mistake to suppose it
comprises the whole, for Zoroaster laid down many
laws concerning morality and the duties and destiny
of man.

The Parsees of to-day, as seen in Kerman and
Yezd, are a fine race; their commercial ability is
very much above that of the ordinary Persian, and
they are a much cleaner and more moral set of
people than their conquerors. They regard fire as
something sacred, as being the symbol of their god,
and nothing will induce them to treat fire lightly.
For instance, we could never persuade our Parsee
servants to blow out a candle ; and smoking is
prohibited on account of their religious principles,
though nowadays many do smoke in secret. Their
habits of cleanliness and continual personal ablutions
have perhaps contributed to make them the healthy
race they are to-day. A good Parsee will wash